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Modi calls for harmony in
ethnic strife-torn Manipur

PM stresses need for dialogue between hill and valley districts during his first visit to the State

since ethnic violence erupted in 2023; he inaugurates projects worth 7,300 crore in the State

Vijaita Singh
CHURACHANDPUR/IMPHAL

n his first visit to
0 Manipur since eth-
nic violence erupt-

ed over two years ago,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday called
for strengthening dialogue

to build a strong bridge of

harmony between the
State’s hill and valley
districts.

The ethnic conflict that
broke out in May 2023 is
between the Meitei people,
who dominate the Imphal
valley, and the Kuki-Zo pe-
ople, who dominate the
surrounding hills.

After flying into Imphal
airport from Aizawl in Miz-
oram, where he had inaug-
urated a railway project,
Mr. Modi headed by road
to the hill district of Chura-
chandpur.  Establishing

Many worries: Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacting with the
displaced people in Churachandpur on Saturday. ANI/PMO

peace is essential for deve-
lopment anywhere, he
said, after inaugurating
projects worth 7,300
crore and meeting inter-
nally displaced people.

On his return from the
hill district, Mr. Modi ad-
dressed a gathering at Kan-
gla Fort in Imphal city, 61
km from Churachandpur.

He inaugurated projects
worth 1,200 crore at
Imphal.

Rain hits schedule
Incessant rain forced last-
minute changes in the
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We need jobs,
people tell PM

CHURACHANDPUR/IMPHAL
People staying in relief camps
requested Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for help. “I told
the Prime Minister that we
need jobs. Many people have
committed suicide here. We
cannot secure the future of our
children,” said one of the
residents displaced by the

ethnic clashes. » PAGE 8

helicopter directly from Ai-
zawl to Churachandpur be-
fore flying to Imphal, Mr.
Modi was forced to travel
by road from the State cap-
ital. The planned road-
show in Churachandpur
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‘Have ‘exclusive’ power to decide how and
when to hold SIR, EC tells Supreme Court

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
of India (EC) has, in no un-
certain terms, told the Su-
preme Court to leave alone
its “exclusive jurisdiction”
to decide when and how to
conduct Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls.

‘Outside judicial ambit’
The poll body said its pow-
er to decide if a revisional
exercise would be inten-
sive or summary would
“depend on the situation”.
The EC said the call was en-
tirely its own and outside
the judicial ambit.

“The decision to con-
duct a summary or an in-
tensive revision of the elec-
toral roll is left to the
discretion of the ECI. The
ECI has complete discre-
tion over the policy of revi-
sion to the exclusion of any
other authority,” it
submitted.

Provisions of the Repre-

Q The decision to conduct
a summary or an
intensive revision of the electoral £,
rollis left to the discretion of the  + &
EC. It has complete discretion
over the policy of revision, to the

.

exclusion of any other authority

ELECTION COMMISSION IN SUPREME COURT

sentation of the People
Act, 1950 and the Registra-
tion of Electoral Rules,
1960 gave the EC “com-
plete discretion on the tim-
ing of the revisional
exercise”.

“The obligation to con-
duct a revision of the elec-
toral roll is not couched
within a timeline,” the EC
noted.

The poll body said the
law allowed it power to
hold a special revision of
the electoral roll of any
constituency or part of it
“in such a manner as it
may think fit”.

The EC was responding
to a petition seeking a judi-

cial direction from the top
court to the poll body to
conduct SIR at “regular in-
tervals” throughout the
country to identify and ex-
pel foreign infiltrators en-
rolled as Indian voters.
The petitioner, Ashwini
Kumar Upadhyay, said pe-
riodic SIR before every
general, State and local bo-
dy elections was necessary
to protect the purity of the
electoral process. But the

poll panel would brook no
interference from the
courts.

“A direction to conduct
SIR at ‘regular intervals’
throughout the country
would encroach the exclu-

sive jurisdiction of the
Election Commission,” the
poll body said.

The exchange has come
in the middle of an ongoing
dispute over the Bihar SIR
exercise, which petition-
ers, including Opposition
political parties, have
claimed to be “citizenship
screening” in the guise of a
revisional exercise of the
State’s electoral roll.

The poll body assured
that it was “fully cognisant
of its statutory duty to
maintain the purity and in-
tegrity of the electoral
rolls”.

The EC confirmed there
would be a nationwide SIR
with January 1, 2026 as the
qualifying date.

“There is a letter of July
5 to all Chief Electoral Of-
ficers (CEOs) of States and
UTs to initiate immediate
pre-revision activities for
the SIR of electoral rolls
with reference to January 1,
2026 as the qualifying date
on a nationwide basis,” the
EC informed the court.

WWW.0cCscorner.in

D 8260224080



What has WHO
highlighted on
mental health?

How are countries facing up to the
challenge? What are the gaps in current
care models? How is India doing?

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

The story so far:

ore than 1 billion people are living with
M mental health disorders, according to

recent data from the World Health
Organization (WHO). These conditions include
anxiety and depression among others that are
taking an immense human and economic toll.
The WHO has said that while many countries
have bolstered their mental health policies and
programmes, greater investment and action are ~

needed globally to scale up services to protect
and promote mental well-being.

Why is mental health important?

Mental health conditions affect people of all ages
and income levels. They are the second leading
cause of long-term disability, contributing to loss
of healthy life. They drive up health-care costs
for affected people and families while inflicting
substantial economic losses on a global scale.
“Transforming mental health services is one of
the most pressing public health challenges,” said
Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO
Director-General.

What are the key findings?

The new findings published in two reports —
World mental health today and Mental Health
Atlas 2024 — highlight some areas of progress
while exposing significant gaps in addressing
mental health conditions worldwide. The report
shows that while prevalence of mental health
disorders can vary by sex, women are
disproportionately impacted. Anxiety and
depressive disorders are the most prevalent
mental health conditions among both men and
women. Suicide remains “a devastating
outcome”, claiming an estimated 7,27,000 lives
in 2021 alone. Itis a
leading cause of
death among

Stigma, reluctance to
seek help, and lack of

manpower remain young people.
Major concerns in Progress made in
) , reducing suicide

India. A Delhi Medical
Association member
pointed out that India
also faces a significant
shortfall of mental
health professionals

mortality is too low
to meet the United
Nations Sustainable
Development Goal
(SDG) of a one
-third reduction in
suicide rates by
2030. On the
current trajectory, only a 12% reduction will be
achieved. Additionally, the economic impact of
mental health disorders is staggering.
Depression and anxiety alone cost the global
economy an estimated $1 trillion each year.
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What are the flaws in mental care system?
While many countries have adopted
rights-based approaches, and enhanced
preparedness for mental health and
psychosocial support, this momentum has not
translated into legal reform, states the report.
Fewer countries have adopted rights-based
mental health legislation, and only 45% of
countries evaluated laws in full compliance with
international standards.

The report reveals a concerning stagnation in
mental health investment. Median government
spending remains at just 2% of total health
budgets — unchanged since 2017. While
high-income countries spend up to $65 per
person, low-income countries spend as little as
$0.04. The global median number of mental
health workers stands at 13 per 100,000 people.

Reform and development of mental health
services is progressing slowly. Fewer than 10% of
countries have fully transitioned to
community-based care models. Inpatient care
continues to rely heavily on psychiatric
hospitals, with nearly half of admissions
occurring involuntarily and over 20% lasting
longer than a year. Integration of mental health
into primary care is advancing, with 71% of
countries meeting at least three of five WHO
criteria. However, only 22 countries provided
sufficient data to estimate service coverage for
psychosis. In low-income countries, fewer than
10% of those affected receive care, compared to
over 50% in higher-income nations.

WWW.0cCscorner.in

What is India’s status on mental health?
According to a senior Health Ministry official,
stigma and reluctance to seek help and lack of
manpower remain the major concerns. “There
has been major infrastructure development, the
national tele-mental health programme has
expanded, educational development is
happening at a fast pace and focused work is
being done to create awareness,” he said.

However, Anil Bansal, member, Delhi Medical
Association, noted that India’s direct mental
health budget has remained at roughly 1,000
crore for recent fiscal years, with FY 2025-26
allocating 1,004 crore.

“Adequate funding for community-based
programmes and the effective utilisation of
funds is still a concern,” he said. He added that
India has a significant shortfall of mental health
professionals, with roughly 0.7 psychiatrists per
100,000 people, far below the WHO's
recommended ratio of 3 per 100,000 people.

(Those in distress can seek help at Tele-MANAS
helpline at 14416 or 18008914416)
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U.S. asks G7 to impose tariffs on
countries purchasing Russian oil

Only ‘unified efforts’ that cut off funding to Moscow’s war machine can apply sufficient pressure, says U.S.; Trump asks NATO

allies to ‘completely halt’ purchases of Russian oil, and to impose tariffs of 50 to 100% on China as a way to help end the war

Press Trust of India
Agence France-Presse
NEW YORK/WASHINGTON

he U.S. has asked
I G7 members to im-
pose tariffs on

countries purchasing oil
from Russia, asserting that
only “unified efforts” that
cut off funding to Mos-
cow’s war machine at
source can apply sufficient
pressure to end “the sense-
less killing”.

Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent and the U.S.
Trade Representative, Ja-
mieson Greer, were on a
call with G7 Finance Minis-
ters on Friday when they
reiterated President Do-
nald Trump’s call to the

Applylng pressure: Donald Trump with Scott Bessent, middle, in
the Oval Office of the White House in Washington. AFp

bloc’s partners about im-
posing tariffs on countries
purchasing oil from Russia.

G7 is an intergovern-
mental bloc of rich, indus-
trialised countries com-
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prising the U.S., Canada,
France, Germany, Italy, Ja-
pan, and the U.K.
Meanwhile, Mr. Trump
said he was ready to sanc-
tion Moscow, but on the

condition that all NATO al-
lies agree to completely
halt purchases of Russian
oil and implement their
own sanctions.

He also suggested mem-
bers of the transatlantic al-
liance consider slapping ta-
riffs of 50% to 100% on
China as a way to help end
Russia’s war in Ukraine. “I
am ready to do major Sanc-
tions on Russia when all
NATO Nations have agreed,
and started, to do the same
thing, and when all NATO
Nations STOP BUYING OIL
FROM RUSSIA,” Mr. Trump
said in a social media post,
which he described as a
letter to all NATO nations
and the world.

The U.S. has imposed

50% tariffs on Indian
goods, including a 25% ad-
ditional duty for India’s
purchase of Russian crude
oil. Mr. Trump branded
NATO nations’ purchase of
Russian oil “shocking” and
said it weakens their bar-
gaining power over Mos-
cow. “Anyway, I am ready
to ‘go” when you are. Just
say when?”

“l believe that (NATO
sanctions on Russia), plus
NATO, as a group, placing
50% to 100% TARIFFS ON
CHINA, to be fully with-
drawn after the WAR with
Russia and Ukraine is end-
ed, will also be of great
help in ENDING this dead-
ly, but RIDICULOUS,
WAR,” Mr. Trump added.
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What are Foreigners Tribunals’ new powers?

What do the Rules of the Immigration and Foreigners Act, 2025 specify? How many tribunals are

operational in Assam? How have their roles changed? What is the order on Sri Lankan Tamils in

India? Which nationalities are eligible for exemptions?

T

Vijaita Singh

The story so far:
he Union Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) recently notified Rules, Order
and Exemption Order, which made
the Immigration and Foreigners Act,
2025 operational. Parliament passed the
legislation to regulate all matters relating to
foreigners and immigration in April. It repealed
and replaced several Acts, the Passport (Entry
into India) Act, 1920; the Registration of
Foreigners Act, 1939; the Foreigners Act, 1946
and the Immigration (Carriers’ Liability) Act,
2000.

What was the rationale?

The Government said a new legislation was
required to avoid multiplicity and overlapping of
laws on passports or other travel documents in
respect of persons entering and exiting from
India, and to regulate matters related to
foreigners’ visa, registration and immigration
issues. Though most provisions in the newly
notified Rules, Order and Exemption Order were
there in past notifications, certain new clauses
and conditions have been added, considering
the vast changes that have occurred after the

Foreigners
Tribunals,
so far
unique to
Assam, have
been given
the powers
of a first
class
judicial
magistrate

original pre-Independence Acts came into
existence.

What does the Immigration and Foreigners
Rules say?

For the first time, the Rules legally designate the
Bureau of Immigration (BOI) to “examine cases
of immigration fraud” and co-ordinate with the
States to identify, deport or restrict the
movement of foreigners and collate and
maintain an immigration database among
others. Though the BOI earlier also performed
similar functions, its role was regulatory and not
mentioned in the law. In another first, the Rules
insert legal provision for recording of biometric
information of all foreigners, earlier restricted to
a few visa categories and enforceable through
executive orders of the MHA.

Educational institutes will have to inform the
Foreigners Regional Registration Office (FRRO)
about all foreign students and even provide
semester-wise “academic performance”
summary such as attendance details and
“general conduct” report. While earlier, the
“civil authority” could direct to shut down any
premise such as a resort, club or an
entertainment place if it was frequented by
foreigners who are “undesirable”, involved in

converted to tribunals after the Supreme Court
scrapped the Ilegal Migrants (Determination by
Tribunals) Act, 1983 in 2005. A total of 100 FTs is
currently operational in Assam. The number of
FTs were enhanced after the National Register of
Citizens (NRC) was published in 2019 in Assam
on the orders of the top court. The NRC, again
unique to Assam, excluded 19 lakh out of 3.29
crore applicants and FTs were to give adequate
opportunity to those excluded to present their
case. The State government has challenged the
NRC in its current form and the final register is
yet to be printed. Those excluded are yet to be
provided with rejection slips.

Earlier, the FTs could have unspecified
number of members, now the number of
members has been capped at three, and the
ex-parte orders can be set aside if the appellant
files the review within 30 days. FTs are
functional only in Assam. In other States, an
illegal migrant is produced before a local court.

The order also legally allows border guarding
forces or the coast guard to prevent illegal
migrants attempting to enter into India by
sending them back after capturing their
biometric information and available
demographic details on the designated portal of
the Central Government. The Border Security
Force (BSF) and the Assam Rifles (AR) posted
along the Bangladesh and Myanmar borders had
been practising this through executive orders of
the MHA — now, it has been stipulated under
law.
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